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References to Ph.D. Program in Social Welfare

Enclosed in this packet are reference forms, one for each person you choose as a referee.  Fill in their names, addresses, etc., in the spaces below, and please return this sheet with your Ph.D. application to the School of Social Work. These persons should know you well and be able to evaluate your aptitude and qualifications to pursue doctoral studies.  Two references should come from college or university instructors, one of whom should be able to comment on your capacity to conduct research.  One reference should be from a supervisor in any human service organization.  Your referees should return their material promptly since your application is not considered complete until all materials are received.

	1
	Name
	

	
	Title
	

	
	Address
	

	
	Phone
	
	Email
	


	2
	Name
	

	
	Title
	

	
	Address
	

	
	Phone
	
	Email
	


	3
	Name
	

	
	Title
	

	
	Address
	

	
	Phone
	
	Email
	


PH.D. IN SOCIAL WELFARE 
REFERENCE FORM
______________________________________
Applicant’s Name

Dear Sir or Madam:


The above-mentioned applicant has selected you to write a letter of recommendation for his or her application for admission to the Ph.D. program in Social Welfare at Florida International University.  We hope that you will help both the applicant and us by giving your evaluation of this applicant’s potential to pursue doctoral education.  Please note that under the Federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, students who are accepted into our program may read all records in their files, including letters of reference.


We are interested in your knowledge and opinion of this individual’s qualifications and capabilities to enter professional education for social work at the doctoral level.  Factors viewed as important for success in this program are flexibility, self-reliance, intellectual capacity, capacity for conducting research, ability to communicate effectively in writing and orally, and emotional and relational maturity.


A person who enters doctoral education without adequate preparation and ability risks failure and disappointment.  You can help the applicant, as well as others in the program, by sharing your candid opinion of this applicant’s strengths.


Your prompt response in completing the reference form on the next sheet will be appreciated.  The application cannot be considered by the Admissions Committee until all application materials have been received by the School of Social Work.  If you wish to write a letter in addition to the enclosed form, the Committee would be happy to receive it.  If you feel you do not know the applicant well enough to make an evaluation, please indicate your comment on the reference form and sign it.

Please mail or fax this form to: 

Doctoral Program Admissions, School of Social Work

Florida International University

Modesto A. Maidique Campus, AHC5-562
11200 SW 8th Street

Miami, FL 33199

Tel: (305) 348-5841, Fax: (305) 305-348-0289
Thank you for your kind cooperation.

Sincerely,

Dr. Richard Beaulaurier 
Professor and Doctoral Program Coordinator

PH.D. IN SOCIAL WELFARE
REFERENCE FORM

	Applicant’s Name
	

	Referee’s Name
	

	Title/Position
	

	Address
	

	Telephone/email
	

	Dear referee: Use this form and/or any additional sheets.

	1. Please indicate how long you have known the applicant, and in what capacity

	

	Please provide your opinion of the applicant’s strengths and limitations in the following areas (including specific examples if possible):

	A. Capacity for / experience in scholarly work and research:

	

	B. Ability to communicate effectively in writing and orally:

	

	C. Flexibility, self-reliance, maturity and motivation:

	

	D.  Originality, leadership ability:

	

	E.  Additional comments (use other side of sheet if necessary):

	


Kelly Sydnor, Office of Admissions, PhD Program, School of Social Work
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